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THE GUELDER ROSE. 

( Viburnum Opulus.) 

Class, Pentandria. Order, Trigynia. N. O., Capri- 
foliacese . 

Is a large growing shrub, often found on the 
banks of streams, and in moist woods. It bears 
a dense kind of umbel of white blossoms, which 
are succeeded by berries of a reddish purple co- 
lour, the leaves are large, three lobed, with serra- 
ted edges ; all the marginal flows of the umbel are 
abortive, having neither stamens or pistils, and 
consist of a large plain five-lobed petal. This plant 
is also known by the name of the Water Elder. 
There is a foreign species often cultivated in shrub- 
beries, the flowers of which, instead of forming a 
flat circle, form a globular head, and is called the 
snow-ball tree. At first sight it appears like a 
maple tree pelted with snow- balls, and Cowper 
with great beauty describes it as 


“Throwing into the darkest gloom 
Of neighbouring cypress, or more sable hue. 

Her silvery globes, light as the foaming surf 
That the wind severs from the broken wave.” 
The Task. 

Another wild species found in rocky limestone 
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woods, is called the Wayfaring Tree, or Mealy 
Guelder Rose (V. Lantana.) 


“ Wayfaring tree ! what ancient claim 
Hast thou to that right pleasant name. 

Was it that some faint pilgrim came 
Unhopedly to thee, 

In the brown desert’s weaay way, 

’Mid toil and thirst’s consuming sway, 

And there, as ’neath thy shade he lay 
Bless’d the wayfaring tree. 

“ Or is it that thou lov’st to show. 

Thy coronals of fragrant snow. 

Like life’s spontaneous joys that flow 
In paths by thousands beat j 
Whate’er it be, I love it well, 

O name, methinks, that surely fell 
From poet in some evening dell 
Wandering with fancies sweet. 

“ A name given in those olden days, 

When ’mid the wild woods vernal sprays, 

The merle* and mavist poured then* lays 
In the love listening ear, 

Like songs of an enchanted land 
Sung sweetly to some fairy band, 

Listening, with doff’d helms in either hand. 

In some green hollow near.” 

This shrub has heart-shaped, thick and veined 
leaves, serrated at the edges, and downy beneath, 
the bark is used to make birdlime, and the young 
shoots are much used in the Crimea for the tubes 
of tobacco pipes. 

* Blackbird. f Thrush. 
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